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An aspect of current education philosophy 
that interests me is the growing recognition of 
the fact that the environment in which a child 
learns – and not only, of course, the school 
environment – has a significant impact on the 
quality of teaching and learning.

For a long time, it seems to me, the fun police 



2016 saw the continuation of the planning 

and development of new and refurbished 

school buildings across the Diocese of 

Maitland-Newcastle. The Diocesan Schools 

Building Fund has, again, provided the 

bulk of the funds required to ensure that 

our schools have the facilities required 

for a quality Catholic education. The 

Fund continues to be supported by the 

capital programs offered by the NSW and 

Commonwealth Governments and in 2016 

the projects put forward to the Catholic 

Block Grant Authority were successful in 

attracting much needed funding from both 

governments, ensuring that the ongoing 

planning undertaken by the Schools  

Planning and Development Committee  

can be maintained.



The Diocesan Schools Building Fund (DSBF) is a reporting structure 
for all income and expenditure related to building capital works and 
land acquisition for diocesan school purposes. A levy is collected 
from families of students attending Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle called the Diocesan Family & Schools Building 
Levy (DF&SBL). This levy contributes to the total income of the 
DSBF and therefore towards the cost of buildings, facilities and land. 
Other sources of income for the DSBF include government capital 
grants, the NSW State Government Interest Subsidy Scheme, the 
Catholic Schools Office (CSO), individual schools, parishes, school 
communities and Catholic Development Fund (CDF) loans.

The DSBF, which is managed and administered by the CSO (commenced 
January 2013), exists to ensure the diocese is able to meet past, present 
and future commitments. The CSO provides financial reports and 
proposes school facilities, plans and budgets to the Diocesan Finance 
Council and the Catholic Schools Council, which are advisory councils to 
Bishop Bill Wright.

This report accounts for, and communicates, the projects, activities 
and financial reporting for the DSBF from January to December 2016.

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
DIOCESAN SCHOOLS 
BUILDING FUND

The School Planning and Development Committee 
(SPDC) charter is to propose strategic plans to Bishop 
Bill Wright and oversee associated project planning for 
the development and sustainability of existing and new 
school facilities. In addition to the capital projects reported, 
the SPDC continues to work on a program to renew and 
improve school facilities, considering demographic data 
and key indicators for future provisioning of schools in  
the diocese.

The demographic studies forecast strong enrolment growth 
in the Maitland, Newcastle and Port Stephens regions. In 
response to the studies, due diligence and subsequent 
recommendations, the diocese has constructed and 
opened in 2015 a new primary school at Chisholm. 

In 2013 the CSO, on behalf of Bishop Bill Wright, 
commissioned a Study into the Provision of Secondary 
Education in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The 
reasons for this study are many but include capacity 
issues and demographic pressures identified in the studies 
mentioned previously. The approved recommendations 
from this study were communicated in 2015, which 
included the construction of two new secondary schools 
at Chisholm and Medowie, to open in 2018 and 2020 
respectively. In addition, St Joseph’s College, Lochinvar and 
St Mary’s Catholic College, Gateshead, will be extended to 
Years 7 to 12 (previously Years 7 to 10 only), to commence 
in 2018.

SCHOOL PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT

Multi-purpose hall at  
All Saints College, St Mary’s Campus,  
Maitland
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NOTE
INCOME SOURCED FROM: $ 1

DF&SBL 5,249,674

Government Grants 3,704,343

NSW Interest Subsidy 731,273

Other Income 173,060

Total Income 9,858,350

EXPENSES INCURRED FOR: $ 2

Depreciation 6,084,321

Interest Expenses 2,503,112

Other Expenses 319,116

Total Expenses 8,906,549

LOAN PORTFOLIO: $ 3



TOTAL  
INCOME
$9.85M*

LOAN  
PORTFOLIO  

TOTAL UNPAID
$44.9M*

u  DF&SBL

u  Government Grants

u  NSW Interest Subsidy

u  Other Income

TOTAL  
EXPENSES
$8.9M*

Depreciation    

 



CAPITAL PROJECTS SUMMARY
COMPLETED PROJECTS AS AT THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

SCHOOL PROJECT
CONSTRUCTION 

STAGE/FORECAST 
COMPLETION 

GOVERNMENT 
GRANT

LOCAL 
CONTRIBUTION

PROJECT COST

BRANXTON,  
Rosary Park Catholic School

Construction of covered 
outdoor learning area, 
canteen and amenities

Completed in 2016  $-    $564,389  $564,389 

BRANXTON,  
Rosary Park Catholic School

Demountables Completed in 2016  $-    $139,578  $139,578 

CESSNOCK,  
St Patrick's Primary School

Convent Demolition Completed in 2016  $-    $98,588  $98,588 

CESSNOCK, 16 Dover Street Land Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $600,000  $600,000 

CESSNOCK,  
6 Wine Country Drive

Land Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $4,253,865  $4,253,865 

HAMILTON,  
St Francis Xavier's College

Refurbishment of science 
laboratories and music 
area

Completed in 2016  $-    $1,494,164  $1,494,164 

LOCHINVAR, Sisters of  
St Joseph Convent Precinct

Building Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $2,848,250  $2,848,250 

LOCHINVAR, Sisters of  
St Joseph Convent Precinct

Land Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $2,151,750  $2,151,750 

MAITLAND, St John  
the Baptist Primary School

Installation of lift Completed in 2016  $-    $110,775  $110,775 

MAITLAND, All Saints College,  
St Mary's Campus

Construction of hall and 
walkways

Completed in 2016  $1,131,372  $761,708  $1,893,080 

NULKABA, Lot 10 & 16 Wine 
Country Drive

Land Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $315,320  $315,320 

WARATAH, 24 Alfred Street Land Acquisition Completed in 2016  $-    $410,000  $410,000 

TOTAL  $14,879,759 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS SUMMARY
COMMITTED  PROJECTS AS AT THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 2016

SCHOOL PROJECT
CONSTRUCTION 

STAGE/ FORECAST 
COMPLETION 

APPROVED 
GOVERNMENT & * 

FORECAST GRANT 

LOCAL 
CONTRIBUTION

PROJECT 
COST/ 

BUDGET

ABERDEEN,  
St Joseph's High School

Stage 2 - Refurbishment of 
administration, Technical and 
Applied Studies (TAS), amenities and 
classrooms

In Design  $3,346,041  $2,653,959  $6,000,000 

ABERMAIN,  
Holy Spirit Infants School

Construction of classrooms Under Construction  $-    $100,000  $100,000 

ADAMSTOWN,  
St Pius X High School

Stage 3 - Construction of new library 
learning centre

In Design  $1,460,370  $1,839,630  $3,300,000 

ADAMSTOWN,  
St Pius X High School

Relocation of staff amenities to North 
end of Block E

Under Construction  $-    $1,235,490  $1,235,490 

BOORAGUL,  
St Paul's High School

Stage 2 - Construction of general 
learning areas, administration, staff 
facilities and associated buildings

Under Construction  $2,317,595  $2,392,505  $4,710,100 

CHISHOLM, St Aloysius 
Catholic Primary School 

Stage 2 - Construction of 
administration, staff and classrooms 
areas

Under Construction  $2,038,911  $5,230,384  $7,269,295 

CHISHOLM,  
St Bede's Catholic College

Stage 1 - Construction of  
secondary school

Early Works Under 
Construction

 $3,500,000  $8,500,000  $12,000,000 

CHISHOLM,  
St Bede's Catholic College

Construction of Chapel In Design  $-    $1,000,000  $1,000,000 

GATESHEAD,  
St Mary's Catholic College

CHISHOLM,  3H,500,000 

-1 0 0 1 492.5906 57.3427 cm
0 0 School Relocation of staf




